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UM SKIERS IMPRESSIVE
IN NORTHERN DIVISION GOLD CUP COMPETITION




Information Services •  U n iv ers it y  of m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 *(406) 243-2522
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana's Eric Kress and Ron Matelich finished one-two, only .02 
seconds apart in a Northern Division Gold Cup giant slalom race Saturday at Showdown Ski 
A r e a .
Kress and Matelich put on an impressive performance while competing against a field 
of skiers from three western ski associations who were asked to compete because of lack of 
snow at some areas in Washington, Oregon and Idaho.
Kress' total time for two runs was 1 minute, 34.95 seconds, while Matelich was timed 
at 1:34.97. Four other Missoula skiers swept into the top 20. UM's Dave Dittman and 
Lloyd Thorsrud were 12th and 18th respectively and Kris Lund and Lewis Matelich of the 
Hellgate Ski Club were 14th and 19th.
Points scored during the three-day meet will be tabulated by the individual ski 
associations and the Montana racers competing for the Gold Cup in the Northern Division 
will be judged on their scores against skiers from the same division only.
On the second day of competition, Dan Brelsford of Montana State University, won the 
men's slalom and Lany Walker of Sun Valley, Idaho, took first-place honors in the women's 
slalom.
Brelsford posted a combined time of 1 minute 29.5 seconds for the two runs to notch a 
2.5 second victory over second-place finisher Ron Matelich of UM who finished in 1:31.5.
The slalom was run over deeply rutted courses which many skiers failed to finish.
UM's first home race of the season will be January 28th and 29th at Snow Bowl against
